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Cynthia Randina, Hopatcong Superintendent of Schools, Announces- 

Veterans Day is a time to honor the brave men and women who serve our country.  The 
Hopatcong School District hosted a number of Veteran’s Day events on November 12th .  
School was not in session on Veteran’s Day due to a professional development day for 
teachers so the celebration was extended for yet another day.  

At Hudson Maxim Elementary School, patriotic songs could be heard throughout the 
day.  Preschool students listened to a book about Veteran’s Day, made their own flags 
and marched in a class parade.  The kindergartners also made flags and hats to wear in 
a video message thanking veterans.  First graders watched “The Wall”, a Reading 
Rainbow segment about Veteran’s Day, and read various articles on the holiday and the 
importance of veterans.  They also took time to reflect in their journals about the 
significance of the special day and what it means to them. 
 
The students and staff at Tulsa Trail Elementary School held their annual Veterans Day 
Program.  The program began with students in Mrs. Miller’s class leading the packed 
auditorium of over 300 students, parents, and veterans in the Pledge of Allegiance, 
followed by a piano rendition of “America the Beautiful” played by Emily Nguyen.  
Music teacher Mrs. O’Shea directed the students in Mrs. Cerrato, Mr. Sutton, and Mrs. 
Bauer’s third grade classes in singing “Grand Old Flag” and “America the Beautiful.”  
The 17 veterans in attendance were presented with awards created by Mrs. Duthaler’s 
second grade classes.  Mr. Andrewlavage recognized each veteran by name, branch, 
and rank.  To honor and remember veterans related to Tulsa Trail students and 
teachers, Mrs. Meyer-Pflug created a beautiful video highlighting each family member 
through photos that were submitted.  Mrs. Tuminelli and Principal Brian Byrne also 
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gave heartfelt speeches to commemorate their feelings for veterans who have so bravely 
served our country.     
There was not a dry eye in the auditorium as the students in Ms. Douglas and Mrs. 
Miller’s classes performed “God Bless America” and “Proud to Be an American” 
through sign language, under the direction of Mrs. Pappas and Mrs. Miller.  To further 
show gratitude and appreciation, several students in Ms. Douglas’s class prepared 
touching speeches for the veterans.  Students Megan Hinczynski, Alfredo Lopez, Evan 
Mathesius, and Maya Wulf described the significance of Veterans Day in their own 
words and what the special days means to them.  At the conclusion of the program, the 
honored veterans had an opportunity to visit the students in each classroom to share 
their experiences and memories and allow for the students to ask questions.  The day 
was concluded with a luncheon provided by the Hopatcong Education Association 
through a PROJECT Pride Grant.   
 

Durban Avenue Elementary School students sang patriotic songs and learned about the 
holiday in their individual classes.  In addition, Mrs. Carolyn Moschella’s class wrote 
letters to soldiers.  Meanwhile, at Hopatcong Middle School, students learned about the 
significance of the holiday, the importance of veterans and the branches of the military 
during social studies classes. 

 At Hopatcong High School, relatives of current students who served in the armed 
forces attended the school’s celebratory events.  The veterans began their day with 
greetings from Mrs. Julie Wilson’s class.  The students in this class were kind enough to 
welcome the veterans and decorate the front of the school.  The veterans then made 
their way to Mrs. Mary Narcisse’s class in which careers in the military were researched 
and presented by the students.  The veterans attended Mr. Jason Mulvihill’s and Mr. 
David Campagna’s Global Mosaic class where a lesson on Veteran’s Day itself was 
presented.  The Little Chiefs preschool students in Ms. Michele Culcasi’s class 
interacted with the honored guests in a discussion involving the concept of heroes.  The 
veterans ended their day by visiting Mr. Michael Juskus’s wood sculpting class in 
which several students had been constructing patriotic projects.  Art teacher Mr. George 
Segale took pictures of all of the special guests. The high school students are looking 
forward to creating art using these photos and sending it to the veterans as a thank you.  
The Hopatcong School District expresses its deepest gratitude for all who have served--
and continue to serve-- in the armed forces.   
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